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prove what they say; and I also observe that their
practical lives are not based on that theory. I have at
least one kindly and dutiful friend who thinks that
he holds that view. I think that in time all reasonable
men will come to agree that the ultimate riddle of
life cannot be answered with certainty. But I also
suggest that no responsible person who takes this
view would dare to base his conduct on the theory
that life has no meaning or purpose, still less to per-
suade others to do so. The result would be seen in
unspeakable chaos, the utter destruction of human
society, the rapid extinction of man himself. The
only practical course is to assume that life has a
meaning, that right and wrong are valid distinctions,
that ultimate reality is of the nature of spirit not
matter, something endowed to an infinite degree with
all that is best in our own personalities. Such reality
we speak of as God and, if life has a meaning, then
God has a purpose. But if we believe that life has a
meaning and that God has a purpose, we must also
construct some view as to what that meaning and
purpose are. If the meaning and purpose are infinite
we cannot expect to grasp them as a whole. But we
have to act; and cannot escape from action, and our
action will all be at random unless we judge for our-
selves what the meaning of life and the purpose of
God are. The power of my mind is smaller than his,
less than the power of the torch which I carry to
guide my footsteps at night as compared with the
light of the sun. Yet the torch, when I press the
button and throw its glimmer on the ground at my
feet, reveals enough of the infinite universe to enable
me to guide my footsteps aright. Our glimmering
reasons, properly used, do, I suggest, suffice to guide
us on the pathway of life. Our first duty is to keep
them charged, and with lamps which will glow as
brightly as possible.

If we stake our lives on the faith that life has a